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ISaran xxx. 28, 


and 18 BREATH, AS AN OVERFLOWING STREAM, 

| SHALL REACH TO THE MIDST OF THE NECK, TO 
Sir THE NATIONS WITH THE SIEVE OF VANITY : 
' AND THERE SHALL BE A BRIDLE IN THE JAWS or 
TRE PEOPLE, CAUSING THEM TO ERR. 


t 


Tus prophet, in the preceding verſes, is predict- 
ing Jeruſalem's deſtruction, and the abundance of 


God's grace and ſpirit upon the little hills of Zion, 


both among the believing Jews and Gentiles, at 
that time;—verſe 25, He next propheſies of the 
ſuperabounding light which, in goſpel days, ſhould 
exceed that of the former diſpenſation ; that if the 
church of God was called the mon then, it ſhould 
now be called the ſun; and that, if there were chil- 
dren of the day in that ſtate, the light ſhould be as 
= SO of ſeven days in W 26. He 
A 2 then | 
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then proceeds to Chriſt, calling him tbe name of the 
Lord. in alluſion to God's charge to Moſes, Ofend 
him not, for my name is in him; and becauſe the name 
of the Lord, proclaimed before Moſes, The Lord, 
the Lord God, gracious and merciful, flow to anger, 


abundant in goodneſs and in truth, parduning iniquity, 


tranſereffion, and fin, was now, in a moſt wonderful 
manner, to be verified, to be made known, and to 
be experienced and enjoyed by all the elect of God. 
But, as this name of the Lord was ſadly provoked 
for forty years together by the unbelieving Jews in 
the wilderneſs, ſo it would be provoked again by 
thoſe who refufe to hear his voice, and. harden their 
hearts againſt him, as in the provocation, when 
"their fathers tempted him, proved him, and ſaw his 
works forty years. And ſo likewiſe it would be with 
the unbelie ving Gentiles, againſt whom, as well AS 
_ againſt the Jews, he would come burning with an- 
"ger; and thoſe, who fet themſelves againſt him, 
-ſhould: find and feel the burden of his indignation ; 
for his word as a fire ſhall kindle i in them, and at 
laſt deſtroy them; and my text informs you how. 
Aud bis breath, as an overflowing ſtream, ſhall reach 
-to the midſt of the neck, to fift the nations with the fieve 
' of vanity: and there ſpall be a bridle in 1 e 00 * 


People, cauſing them to err. * 
In this work I will endenvouür to give you my 
Aon in the following order 


r. What i ynderſtand by the Lord's d. 


2. Why compared to a freaam. 
pe bs ; ” . & : 3. Th 


* 


ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. 


"Cx 


3. Thee neck which this ſtream reaches to. . 
* 4. "IVE e 4 ory: uſed — the en 
and 4 

5. The bridle in the your of aner, which foal 


make them to err. 
The firſt account that we W of the breach of 


the Lord is in Gen. ii. 7. God breathed into his nof- 
trils the breath of life, and man became a living foul. 
A living ſoul was infuſed into Adam's body, which 
animated it, actuated it, influenced, i it, and poſſeſſed | 


it; and man was pronounced good; for God made 


man upright, yea, in the image of God created he 
him. But, alas! Adam ſinned, and all that was 
good left him, and evil found him: life left him, 


| and the ſentence of death entered into him: Sin en- 
tered, and death by fin; and fo death: paſſed upon all, 


for all have ſinned. But God promiſes to the houſe 
of Ifrael that he will breathe upon them once more. 
| Behold, I will cauſe treath to enter into you, and ye. 
ſhall liue. Come from the four "winds, O breath, and. 
breathe upon theſe flain,” that they may live; for I will 
put my ſpirit into you, and ye ſpall live; and ye ſhall 
know that I the Lord have ſpoken it. The New Teſ- 
tament will inform us of the going forth of this breath 
of the Lord among the nations. As my Father bath 
And, when he had aid 
this, he breathed on them, and ſaith unto' them, Receive 
De the Holy Ghoſt. V boſeſoever fins ye" remit, they 
are remitted unto them; and whoſe ſerver , fins ye retain, * 
they a are retained, John xx. 225 23. This is the 
ARE Lo = 


| X „ 
golng forth of the breath of the Lord into the na- 


tions; for they were to go into all nations, and to 
| preach the goſpel to every creature; and the Spi- 


itt of the Lord was to ſpeak in them, and theſe ef- 


fects were to follow—ſome men's fins were to be 
remitted, and the fins of others were to be retained; - 
thoſe that believe are to be ſaved, and thoſe that 

believe not are to be damned. Hence the ſervants 
of the Lord are a ſweet favour of God in them that 
are ſaved, and in them that periſh; for Chriſt by his 
Spirit ſpeaks in his ſervants; and hence it is ſaid 


that with the rod of bis mouth be ſinites the earth 


(and heals it again), and with the breath of his lips he 
flays the wicked: and theſe things are done by the 


words which are in the mouth of every miniſter of 


the tongue: for ſome are quickened by the Spirit, and 


the Spirit; and thus life and death are in the power of 


others are left twice dead, plucked up by the roots. 
I T come now to treat of the fream w which the. 
Lord's breath is compared. 

The Holy Spirit's well known emblems ard thoſe 
of breath, wind, fire, and water; two of which are 
mentioned in my text; the laſt of which is that of 
an overflowing fiream, which carries all before it; 
for he fits, qualifies, and ſends the preacher; directs 
| him where to go, and where not; and furniſhes. him 
with matter and manner; and always works with 
and by the word, Some fouls he enters into, and 
ahides with; and they are ſaved by the waſhing of re- 

- _—_— V Ghoſt: while. 

| thoſe 
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thoſe who reſiſt him, and oppoſe themſelves to him, | 
and endeavour to counteract his work, and ridicule 
and abuſe his power, influence, and operations, he 
leaves dried, blaſted, and withered, under the re- 
bukes and reproofs of heaven, which kindle in 
them, as fit fuel for everlaſting burnings. Tophet is 
ordained of old; z yea, for the king it is prepared; he 
bath mad: it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and 
much wocd; and the breath of the Lord, like a fiream 
of brimſtone, doth kindle it. Iſai. xxx. 33.—Under 
the wrath and curſe of God the goſpel finds ſuch 
finners, and under the ſame it leaves them; when 
hardneſs of heart, deſperate wickedneſs, or a fearful 
looking-for of judgment, is ſure to follow, to find 
out, and, ſooner or later, to conſume theſe adver- 
ſaries. This ſtream reaches to the midſt of the 
neck, which is what I come next to deſcribe. 
I be neck is that part of the human body which 

unites the head and the body together; and to. this 
the ſcriptures often allude ; for inſtance, Chriſt is 
called the head, as he is the head of influence, from 
whom all grace flows; and the covenant Bead, who | 
repreſents the whole church; and the church 1s his 
body. Now ye are the body of Chrift, faith Paul, and 
members in particular: and again, the huſband i #s the 


head of the wife, even as Chriſt is the bead of the 


church. But then what can the neck be, that unites 
this glorious head to this myſtical body? I think 
this neck muſt be the covenant of grace; for God 


* Father firſt choſe that human nature, which the 
| A 4 5 Word 


Py 8 IJ | 
; Word was to aſſume, from everlaſting, and then 
| choſe us in him, gave us to him, and made us one 


with him: and he fixed his eternal love upon us 


in him before the world was made. By the tenor 
of this covenant elected finners were eſpouſed to 
Chriſt from everlaſting, and are openly betrothed 
to himin time. I. will betroth thee to me in righteouſ- 
| neſs, in mercies, and in loving kindneſs ; ; yea, I will be- 
trotb thee to me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know 
the Lord. Thus this ſecret betrothing to Chriſt in 
eternity terminates in openly eſpouſing us to him in 
time by the goſpel, as Paul ſpeaks; I have eſpouſed 
you unto 4 good huſband, that I may preſent yon as @a 
chaſte virgin unto Chriſt. Hence it appears that, -. 
the covenant. of grace, we were made one with 
Chriſt in eternity; but then where is that which 
unites us to him in time? Nothing can do this hut 
love, becauſe we are enemies; and enmity ſeparates 
between the Lord and us. God reconciled us to him- 
ſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and has ſent the ward of re- 
conciliation to us; and we are entreated by his ſer- 
| vants to be reconciled to him. But, as the carnal 


| 8 mind is enmity againſt him, nothing but his love +. 


revealed, made known, and ſhed abroad in the 
heart, can remove our enmity: chis will make us 
friends; and this, and only this, can unite us to 
him; for love is the bond of all Perſectng 9%; and this i is : 
the bond that binds rhe ſoul up in the bundle of lfe 
with the Lord our God: and this love, winning and 
drawing 15 our Low to him, f 15 the neck that. unites 1 


„ 
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the covenant head and his body myſtical eue. f 
and: where this is wanting there can be no union 
for be that loveth father. or mother. eben me is 
not worthy of me. ; . | | 
Many high encomiums are put upon this neck of 
the holy ſpouſe. Thy neck is comely with chains of 
gold. Song i. 10. The nec is mutual love between 
Chriſt! and his bride; the chains are the promiſes 
of the goſpel, the apples of gold in pictures of l- 
ver: for, in plain Engliſh, all that do not receive 
the love of the truth, and the truth in the love of it, 
are given up to believe a lie; for God ſhall: ſend _ 
thera ſtrong, deluſions. .. 8 
Apgain—Thy neck is lite the tower of David, builded 
For an armoury, whereon there hang a thouſand buck= 
lers, all ſhields of mighty men. Song iv. 14. This 
intimates that the many infernal and human' at- 
tacks that are made at the church, to ſeparate her 
from her heavenly head and huſband, are all in 
vain; though, to accompliſh this, hath ever been, E: 
and ever will be, the ſchemes, plots, and unholy 4 
war, both of devils and reprobates: but, in cove-. 
nant, God and his truth are both our ſhield Ms 
buckler. | 1 
Again — Thon haſt raviſhed my 3 my fiber, Y 
gun thou baſt raviſhed my heart with one of tbine 
eyes, with one chain of thy neck. Song iv. 9. Love 
is the neck; and this chain, or the ſpouſe's neck-, _ 
lace, is the doctrines of the goſpel, which, like a 
chain, * all * and depend one on an- 
© other; 


— — 


.\ 
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db ether; in Which there is a el harmony, 55 


every link bearing its part: and without every link 
be kept in its proper place, the whole chain is 
weakened, entangled, and confuſed; and appears 
o to every poor, weak believer, both in the ſcrip- 
tyres, in the judgment, and in the experience, of 
the poor foul; and ſo they feel it to their forrow, 
whoſe minds have been unſertled, their judgments 
bewildered, and their affections excluded for a 
While from the Lord Jeſus, by the inſtrumentality 
af damnable heretics, who have ſeduced them te 
Chriſt, that they might affect them | 
Solomon, in his dark ſayings, gives his papits 
- many inſtructions about the neck. My ſon, bear the 


' mother; for they ſpall be an ornament of grace to thine 
| bead, and chains about thy neck. The inſtruction "BH 
our father is the tuition of Chriſt, the everlaſting 
Father, the Prince of Peace: the law of Sarah, who 
| is the mother of us all, is the law of faith? the beſt 


orxnament of grace to the head i is God the health , 


our countenance; and the beft chain to the wr is 
truth in the love of it. 0 
Again — Let not mercy and truth forſabe thee bind 
them about thy neck, write them upon the table of thine 
beart. Prov. iii. 3. Mercy, grace, and truth, came 
by Jeſus-Chriſt; and Solomon's counſel is to bind 
them about our neck; for, if the hearing of theſe 
things bring about no union between Chrift and the 
| _ — Jt ng: and, if they 
are 


inferufion of thy father, and forſake not the law of thy 


Ci" 
are not written on che tables of the heart, the new 
covenant is not revealed to the ſoul; for to write 
the laws of God on the heart and mind, and to re- 
move ſin from us, and to remember it no more, is 
the better covenant: and where this is not done, 
there can be no experience of this deliverance from 
ſin; and where there is no experience of pardon, 
there can be no hope of the glory of God in hea- 
ven; for it is experience that worketh hope. Thus 
Chriſt is the head; and all the ele, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, are the body. God in covenant made them 
one in eternity; and when covenant love is made 
known to them, they become one ſpirit in time: 
love, as the neck, unites them; and, by virtue of 
this union, the body is influenced by the head, and 
made fruitful, as a branch is in the vine, or as 4 | 
wife is to her huſband: and the great truths of the 
goſpel are the church's ornamental necklace, But, 
after all, this is not the neck mentioned in my text. 
There is another head, befides Chriſt. Satan 
bears this name: The woman's ſeed ſhall bruiſe thy 
bead, and thou ſhalt bruiſe bis bel. This work was 
done in a figure at Iſrael's deliverance out of 
Egypt, for Pharaoh was a type of the devil. Thou 
voundedſt the bead ont of the houſe of the vighed, by 
diſcovering the foundation even to the neck. Hab. iii. 13. 
When God poured on the Egyptians the fierceneſs 
of his wrath, he ſent evil angels among them; and 
_ theſe influenced Pharaoh, and all his mighty war- 
N to 998 Hracl; and, yu God overthrew 
them 


| xx 12.) 
Sin in the Red Sea, he is ſaid to break the beads of Ts 

- the dragons in the waters, Pſalm Ixxiv. 13. It is 
this head that influences and leads on the whole hoft 

of perſecutors againſt Chriſt. But he ſhall wound the 
bead of his enemies, Palm lxviii. 21. And this work 
he did effectually when he triumphed over princi- 


_. palines and powers upon the croſs ; and the blefſed | 
effects of this hath been, till is, and will be, ſeen 


and known, all the world over, in future times, when 
be ſhall wound the heads over many countries. : | 
This head has got a body, in which he reigns and 
rules; and theſe are the children of diſobedience: 
and there is a ſad covenant betwixt them, called 
4 covenant with death, and an agreement ' with hell, 


Ĩlſai. xxvii. 18; the bond of which is the bond of 


iniquity, which bond is love to fin, and hatred to 
* God. This is the nec mentioned in my text, which = 
keeps the devil and his children together; and, as 
ſure as be that is joined to a harkot is one body (1 Cor. 
vi. 16) „ ſo ſure thoſe hat go a whoring after devils 
(Levit. xvii. 7), are one ſpirit with him. The Holy 
Ghoſt runs the parallel betwixt theſe two heads and 
bodies. We read of the head Chriſt, and the head 
Satan ;—of a covenant with Chriſt, and of a cove- 
nant with hell;—of the church of Chriſt, and of the 
ſynagogue of Satan; of the bond of all perfectneſs, 
and of the bond of iniquity;—of love to God, and 
of love to fin ;—of eſpouſals to Chriſt, and of whor- 
ing with devils; of the myſtery of godlineſs, and 
the myſtery of iniquity ;=the doctrines of God, and 
14 58 8 | "oj . ob the i 
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the Gockrinet of devils; of Chriſt the everlaſting TY 
Father, and of a people who are of their father the 


devil; of the children of God, and children of the 
devil; —of the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
devils;—the table of the Lord, and the table of the 
devils; —of fellowſhip with the Lord, and of fellow- 


ſhip with devils ;—of Chriſt in the heart by faith, 


and of Satan in the hearts of the diſobedient ;—and, 
as ſure as the love of God in the heart, and a ha- 
tred to ſin, is the church's neck, that unites her to 
Chriſt, ſo ſure love to ſin, and hatred to God, is 
che neck that holds Satan and his whore together ; 
* ſo it will appear in the great day. 


But the breath of the Lord, like an overflowing 
| Sk i to the midſt of this neck, and breaks 
this bond of iniquity, and hedges up the finner's way 
with thorns ; ſo that, if he purſues after his lovers, 


he cannot overtake them; the arrows of wrath, the 


| bucklers. of juſtice, and the ſtings of guilt, pierce - 


him, inſomuch that he cannot get on in the old 


track. The yoke of bis tranſereſi ons ſhall be d:froyed, Fes 


| becauſe of the anointing. His agreement with death 


| "ſhall be diſannulled, and his covenant with hell ſhall ; 
not ſtand ; for Chriſt will haye a portion with. the 
gr eat, and he will divide the ſpoil with the ſtrong, 1 8 


becauſe he hath poured out his ſoul unto death, in 
order to redeem this portion; and therefore he will 


ſpoil the houſe of the ſtrong man armed. It was 
this breath of the Lord, reaching the heart, and 


| cane Chrit's everlaſting love into it, that 
jo * | . br ought 


— 
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brought about. an eternal ſeparation between Mary 
Magdalen and her ſeven devils. This neck, this 
love to fin, which is the bond of iniquity, is the 
grand cement which holds all idolaters, all work- 
mongers, or ſelf. admirers, which are idolaters, and 5 
all the myſtical Babel builders to their ſandy foun- 
dation; as was the caſe with Paul, till God diſco- 
vered it. Thou woundedfi the bead out of the houſe of 
the wicked, by diſcovering the foundation to the necks 
Salab. Hab. iii, 13. Take notice of that, 71 

When this foundation is diſcovered, and this N 
neck made bare, it inflicts a wound in the infernal 
head; it lays open his policy, and cruſhes his power; 
it alarms the poor ſecure mortal, and makes him 
feel his bonds; and he groans under them, and calls 
ſor deliverance; and God, in anſwer to his cry, 
opens the priſon doors to him that is bound. 

I now proceed to deſcribe the fieve. of vanity, 
This ſieve is not the goſpel; it is not the miniſ- 
tration of the Spirit, which God ordained for our our 
glory; this is not a vain thing, or vanity; though 
ſome men that periſh have called it fooliſhneſs, when 
compared to Grecian wiſdom: yet the goſpel 8 
not a light, trifling, empty thing; for it treats of 
the moſt weighty, powerful, ſolid, and momentous 
things, chat ever were heard of beneath the ſun; 
ſuch as redemption, ſalvation, the grace of God, 
and everlaſting glory. Beſides, the goſpel is diſ- 


tinguiſhed from this ſieve in the text irſell. The 
golpel is called the breath of the Lord; but this ſieve 
7 e 


E 
is the fieve of vanity. Whatever it is, it ſeems to be 
ſomething which is intended to ſhake, to winnoẽww, 
to try, and to exerciſe, in order to prove what is 
good grain and what is not; and ſo to ſeparate the 
one from the other, or the vile from the precious: 
and therefore, under the all- wiſe conduct of God, it 
is among the all things that work for good to them 
that love God; and ſo it is written, For lo, I will 
command, and I will fift the houſe of Ifrael among all © 
nations, like as corn is fifted in a fieve; yet ſhall not the 
leaſt grain fall upon the earth; Amos ix. 9. It is 
well known that God's profeſſing church is called a 
floor, and his children are called corn. O ny tbroſb- 
ing, and the corn of my floor; that which I have heard 
of the Lord of hoſts, the God of Wrach,' baue I declared 
unto you. Iſai. xxi. 10. This ſieve of vanity: ap- 
pears to be the temptations of Satan: he is the 
drudge, or ſlave, that God makes uſe of to do this 
black and duſty work in his floor; and the mali- 
cious mind of this evil ſpirit prompts him to be very 
fond of it. And the Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, bebbldy 
Satan bath Aefired to have you, that he may ſift you as 
wheat © bub I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fuil 
not; and, when thou art converted, firengthen thy bre« 
thren. Luke xxii. 31, 32. In the above paſſage 
ſeveral uſeful leſſons of inſtruction may be learnt to 
our comfort: the firſt is, the bent of the devil's 
mind to miſchief, and to torment thoſe that he can- 
not deſtroy. Satan hath 'defired to have you; take 
notice of that; he bath deſired, &&c he hath for ſome 
8 5 | time 
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time been deſirous of having thee; but I have not 
ſuffered him hitherto, whatever I may do. Hence 
we learn that this poor ſcavenger cannot perform 
his enterpriſe without leave from the Lord of the 
harveſt: it is not what the devil defires, but it is 
what the Lord determines, that ſhall be done. We 
may. perceive that the devil wiſhed to go through 
ſtitch with this buſineſs: he did not want to fift 
Peter like barley, or lentiles; nor like vetches, 
which require but a little winnowing; but like 
wheat, which muſt go into the ſieve again and 
again. But can we ſuppoſe that Satan has ſuch an 
averſion to chaff, that he is ſo deſirous of ſiſting 
poor Peter, that he might make him as pure as 
wheat? No, no. Duſt is Satan's meat, and chaff 
is Satan's fuel; and it is the only part or lot that 
falls to his ſhare in all the floor,” What the devil 
wiſhed to blow out of Peter's heart was the grace 
of God, and eſpecially the grace of faith: againſt 
this the devil ſhook his riddle with all his might; 
and in behalf of this the Lord bent his whole prayer, 
J bave prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. And 
thus the Lord's end, and Satan's aim, widely dif- 
fer: the Lord intended to purge Peter from con- 
fidence in the fleſh, and the devil to winnow him 
out of all confidence in the Lord: - the Lord in- 
tended to make Peter more uſeful by it, and Satan 
to make him both fruitleſs and uſeleſs. hen thou 
art converted (from thy ſelf-confidence, and art made 
ſenſible of thine own weakneſs, and of my ſtrength. 


( 17 ) 

made perfect in it), then frengthen thy brethren ;— 
ſtrengthen their faith in me, Simon, that they may 
be ſtrong in the grace that is in me, and not in their 
own frames, however. lively, or however joyful. 
Though all men be offended becauſe of thee, yet will I 
never be offended, faith poor Simon. Thoſe great 
words called aloud for this fieve of vanity; and poor 
Peter ſoon found himſelf in it: and the devil gave 
his riddle ſuch a ſhake, as moved and ſtirred up 
every corruption of his heart; enmity, carnal fear, 
cowardice, ſhame, rebellion, infidelity, anger; and 
ſo filled his heart with blaſphemy, that the very 
oaths and curſes ran out of his mouth. But the 
Holy Spirit will ever glorify Chrift, and will teſtify 
of him; ſo that he would not leave Peter; but, as 
the Spirit of all grace, and that of faith in particu- 
lar, he kept poſſeſſion of Peter's heart, and made 
his faith ſoon to work again by love, for he went 
out, and wept bitterly, cut to the heart with grief for 
what he had done to his dear Lord and maſter. 
However, the faithful and true Witneſs did not fail 
Peter in this time of trial; nor did the Lord ſuffer 
Peter's faith or love to fail from the Lord: Lord. 


thou knoweſt all things; and thou knoweſt I love * . 


ſaith Simon. | 
This fieve of vanity always und the breath of the: | 
Lord; or the miniſtry of the Spirit. Soon after 
God had breathed into Adam the breath of life, this 
ſieve of vanity came upon him and his wife, and 
lifted out all that was good. And, when God be- 

B > mail 


2s «© r$ 4 
enn to breathe on the dry bane: of the houſe of 
Iſrael in Babylon, to revive their hopes of a return 
to their own- land, the devil oppoſed it in the 
court of Perſia one and twenty days. Dan. x. 3. 
And in the holy land at their return we find this 
ſieve working againſt Joſhua, one of the anointed 
ones, who at the ſame time was ſtanding before the | 
Lord of the whole earth. \ 
Vea, the Saviour himſelf was tried hs this Gow 
of vanity; for, as ſoon as the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
upon him like a dove, then was Feſus led by the 
Spirit into the wilderneſs, to be tempted of the devil. 
But where. the breath of life comes not this ſieve is 
feldom uſed; for there is no wheat to fift; all is 
chaff, and chaff needs no ſifting, The miniſtry of 
the letter, and thoſe ſeedſmen who ſow the doctrines 
and commandments of men, are never followed: by 
the fowls: of the air; for the devils do not want to 
pick ſuch ſeed out of ſinners hearts, for ſuch- ſeedſ- 
men are the devil's own labourers, But, if the Lord 
ſends a ſeedſman to ſow precious ſeed, which is the 
word of life, then theſe: fowls are all upon the watch, 
or upon the wing, to pick out the good feed from 
the mind and memory, in order to make the ſinner 
- unfruitful: and this he does by making him inat- 
tentive or by ſetting ſome object before him to 
excite his laſciviouſneſs—or by,ſtirring up his pre- 
judice—or by diverting his mind to worldly things 
as ſoon as he comes out of the houſe of God, till he 
w_ * that heard,” And is it ſo? 
Do 


WE. . . 
Do the breath of Iſs and; the ſieve of vanity go to- 
| gether? They really do. I have never ſeen the 
fieve of vanity in uſe among the congregations of _ _ 
dhe dead. There are thouſands in a profeffion in our 
day, who never knew what the fiery darts of the 
devil and the devices of Satan mean. The ſtrong 
man armed keeps poſſeſſion both of the impoſtor in 
the pulpit, and of the hypocrite in the pew; and his 
goods are in peace. He furniſhes the preacher with 
preſumptuous confidence, blind zeal, flowery ſpeech, 
and to affect a muſical delivery, to ſpeak ſwelling 
words; and he inſtructs him in the art of oratory 
and elocution, in order to reach the feelings of cor- 
rupt nature, and to play upon them, till their bow 
els ſound like an harp, the blood will trickle in their 
veins, the hair moves upon their head, and a fem 
deep ſighs put the ſalt ſpring in motion, and pump 
_ a few drops into the eyes, which being diſtilled on 
the floor, and being conſidered as the quinteſſence 
of pious grief, and of all devotion, the work is 
done —the Spirit hath moved—the preſence and 
power of the Lord have been preſent—and a re- 
freſhing ſeaſon hath been enjoyed: whereas the devil 
himſelf is the author and finiſher of all ſuch de votion. 
Such are the moſt completely ſelf-deceived, the 
moſt ſecure in their carnal ſtate, the moſt bitter 
enemies to the vital power of godlineſs, and the 
hardeſt ſouls in the world for a goſpel miniſter to 
work, upon, Such are worſe, and more ſecure, 
. a real Phariſee; for a Phariſce i is all for the 
ORD nee laws 5 
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law, but theſe are all for what they call goſpel: — 
a Phariſce dwells in a dry land, but theſe are hypo- 
crites in Zion; not ſeekers of Chriſt, but fooliſh 
virgins; not work-mongers, but wolves in ſheep's 
clothing. O the infernal trade that the devil car- 
ries on in our day by ſuch inſtruments as theſe! 
The difſembled humility and meekneſs that the de- 
vil will varniſh them with, and the counterfeited 
rays of an angel of light that he will ſpread abroad, 
through the inſtrumentality of ſuch crafty and de- 
ceitful workers, are ſuch as none can diſcern, nor 
deſcribe, but thoſe' in whom the living God ſhines, 
and whom the Lord condeſcends to teach. Some 
are carried on by the falſe flames of blind zeal, and 
the inward heat of their own ſpirit, raiſed and in- 
flamed by noiſe and motion. Theſe follow their own 
ſpirit, and ſpeak a viſion out of their own heart, and 
have ſeen nothing. Jer. xxiii. 16. Ezek. xiii. 3,— 
But, at times, conſcience, the wrath of God, and, 
diſappointments, will ſo far diſcourage them, as to 
render them incapable of performing this branch of 
magic by fiery and falſe zeal: then they are obliged 
to have recourſe to that of moving the paſſions; _ 
and there are ſeveral books extant to inſtruct them 
in this art, and to which they are obliged to have 
_  ® recourſe, to, enable them to carry on the cheat. 
Funeral ſermons furniſh theſe (inſtruments without 
life) with nice roſin for their ſtrings: a few pa- 
thetic lies over the deceaſed work like a charm in 
the bowels of the ſurvivors, A peculiar tenderneſs 
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muſt be obſerveg in mentioning the fair ſex ; and 
heavenly expreſſions” muſt be dropt in laſcivious 
flames. This God calls alluring through the luſts 
of the fleſh, and much wantonneſs. This art leads 
captive filly women: but all this is Satan's profit, 
not his ſieve; he doth not deſire to ſift ſuch as 
wheat: theſe are the tares of his own field, and 
chaff for his own fire; theſe are enſnared in holes; 
they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a 8 5 5 
n none ſaith reſtore. | 

It is where the breath of life comes that this 
ſieve is uſed; and that every poor ſenſible ſinner 
knows who is convinced of ſin by the Spirit of 
God. When the breath of life enters the ſoul, and | 
quickens it—when divine ſenſations, motions, holy 
longings, deſires, and affections, operate — this 
ſtrong man, his poſſeſſion, and armour, are ſoon. 
felt. Not a corruption in the heart, but the devil 
ſtirs up to reſiſt the new principle; no ſpecies of 
uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, or even brutality, that 
was ever practiſed 1 in all the world, but what the 
devil will bring to the mind: no blaſphemy, ana- 
thema, or imprecation, that was ever uttered, but 
what he will pronqunce in the mental ears of the 
poor finner all day and night long :—nothing that 
earth or hell can imagine againſt God, againſt 
Chriſt, or againſt the Holy Spirit, but what he 
will bring in, and fill the poor ſinner's thoughts 
with :—nothing odious, unſightly, unſeemly, unbe- 


coming, foul, filthy, obſcene, diabolical, damna- 
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ble, and oppoſite to true holineſs, but what the ds 
vil will pourtray on the mind, and impreſs on the 
| imagination of the poor, alarmed, awakened, terri- 
7 fied, and affrighted ſoul. Not a ſnare of death, 
nor a pain of hell, nor an evident token of perdition 
in ſcripture, in rebels, hypocrites, apoſtates, trai- 
tors, or reprobates, but what is ſuggeſted and ap- 
plied to him. Noz nor a terror, horror, fear, 
expectation, or ſenſation, that ever pierced or in- 
fluenced the minds of devils, but what Satan, with 
his art of mingling himſelf with the faculties of the 
human foul, will influence the poor ſinner with.— 
Not a curſe in the book of God; not a threatening, 
reproof; or rebuke; not a text pregnant with wrath, 
diſpleaſure, or indignation ; not a paſſage that de- 
ſcribes an enemy to Chriſt, a rival, or an unpardon- 
able ſinner, but what is brought home and applied 
to the poor, honeſt, and ſincere ſceker of the Lord; 
—and that in all their fulleſt ſenſe, and in all their 
moſt dreadful meaning that devils can invent, and 
ſelf-deſpairing mortals can conceive. If he attempts 
to confeſs, pray, or call upon God, he is ſo con- 
fuſed, hurried, baMed, and confounded, that, fo far 
from knowing what he ſays, he cannot tell where 
he is: his thoughts are ſcattered over the face of 
the whole earth, or chained down to the meditations 
of terror, or elſe employed in the diſmal work of 
fathoming and exploring the boundleſs. and bottom- 
leſs abyſs of hell, If he reads, he can neither think, 
conſider, nor make a judgment of any thing. If 
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in che houſe of God, and under the word, he can 
attend to nothing: all his attention is taken up with 
the oaths and curſes and blaſphemous revilings of 
this familiar ſpirit. If at any time the poor ſinner 
can pay attention to but one word of ſupport or 
encouragement, that is a refreſhing time, a jubilee 
indeed; and the devil will be ſure, if permitted, to 
make him rue for this ere he gets home, for pre- 
fuming, or even daring, to entertain a thought that 
any one word in God's book could ever be ſent or 
meant for ſuch a wretch as he, who was doomed to 
damnation before the world was made, and who, at 
the ſame time, has every evident token of perdition 
upon him, and all the pledges, earneſts, foretaſtes, 
and pains of hell in him. All this is but a faint re- 
preſentation of Satan's ſieve; and well may it be 
compared to a ſieve, for chaff from the floor was 
never blowed with more violence than the hurried - 
foul of ſuch a poor finner ; and he is whirled round 
and round, till all his faculties and ſenſes are fo im- 
paired, that he knows not what he is, where he is, 
| Hor what he does. All the chaff is ſifted up to the 
very bottom; all his fins are before him; and all 
their guilt in him: his beauty conſumes as a moth, 
| his foul withers like a e herb, and grief rinks 
= his ſpirits. 
ill command, and I will fift the houſe of Iſrael - 
among all nations, like as corn is fifted in a fieve; yet 
Hall not the leaft grain fall upon the earth. Amos ix. 9. 
No Rs impulſe, or ſenſation, from above; 
B 4 | l 
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not one word of truth or promiſe applied; not one 
grace of the Holy and. Bleſſed Spirit of promiſe; 

not one holy longing, or earneſt deſire; nor one 
deep ſigh, pious groan, or budding hope, ſhall 
ever be ſiſted out of the heart of a poor ſenſible ſin- 
ner, that feels his need, fees his loſt eſtate, and is 
hungering and thirſting after: the Lord of life and 
glory. Bleſſed: are they that hunger aud thirſt after 
righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, when this fieve 
of vanity has well winnowed and emptied them of 
all ſelf. righteouſneſs, lightneſ, vanity, and ſelf-con- 
fidence, I will command, I will fit: — no ſifting, 


7 without God's command ; ;—not. one ſhake, nor one 


round- about i in this riddle, without a divine order, 
J will fift. The devil and his ſieve are both in the 


py omnipotent and terrible hand of God; and it. is the 


ſmoking vengeance of heaven, burning in Satan, 
that drives him on with his ſieve, as bad as the 
devil's darts drive us. But, after all, it is no more 
than @ ſieve of vanity; for all this labour and toil of 
the poor devil is vain, for he cannot deſtroy, though | 
he aims at it. Moreover, it is called a ſieve F va- 
nity, becauſe the intention of God is to ſeparate va- 
nity and lies from us. The more vain we are, the 
more ſifting we want: no vanity, no ſieve. Peter's 
ſelf-confidence was vain, and David's numbering | 
the people was the ſame; and both procured this 
ſieve, The inceſtuous perſon among the Corinthi- 
ans gave himſelf up to vanity, and Paul gave him 
up to Satan, that he might be ſifted, till his vanity 
| departed | 
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departed from him; and, as ſoon as his chaff Was 
gone, he came into the barn floor again.—The 
Lord's forerunner alludes to my text, and caſts a 
light upon it; only, inſtead of the breath of the 
Lord, he calls this power the Holy Ghoſt; and in- 
ſtead of a fieve of vanity, he calls it a fan. He ſball 
baptiſe you with the Holy Ghoft, and with fire. Whoſe 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge bis 
| floor, and gather bis wheat into the garner ; but be 
will burn up the chaff with unguenchable fre. Mat. iii. 
11, 12. The Holy Ghoſt and fire come firſt ; and 
this diſturbs Satan in his quiet poſſeſſion. The Spi- 
tit convinces us of fin, and Satan tempts us to de- 

ſpair of the mercy of God; which leads me ns 
cConſider this fatal bridle in my text. | 
eee eee l chops raed 


caißing them to err. And here we may inquire— - 


what this bridle is which cauſes men to err. A 
bridle, in the figurative ſenſe of the word, ſeems to 
be the ſecret power of God put forth and diſplayed 
in overruling, reſtraining, and directing mankind, 
according to the counſel of his own will; though 
man, who has this reſtraint upon him, acts as he 
thinks, with the bent of his own will, and without 
control, and is as ignorant of this reſtraint as a 
horſe or an aſs. Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, de- 
termined to invade the city of Jeruſalem, and was 
come forth with a large army for that intent; and 
he ſent a blaſphemous meſſage of raillery againſt the 
lieus, the king of Judah, and againſt God himſelf; 
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the l of which ſent the pious king to prayer, 
and he requeſted the prayers of Ifaiah the prophet 
© alſo; and God ſent the king this anſwer againſt the 
mailing enemy: Becauſe thy rage againſt me, and thy 
zumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put 
my book in thy ſe, aid my bridle in thy lips, and 1 


will aurn thee back by the way by whith thou came; 
and. he ſball fall by the fword in his ou land. Here 
is God's hook. in his noſe, and his bridle in his lips; 
guſt as a man leads a bear, or rides an aſs: — and 
back to Nineveh he goes, and into the houſe of 
Niſroch his god, where two n own. ed _ | 
him with the fond: | 

Again. Bridle Ste Gonities that awe, re- 

cs, and fear, that God has planted in the hearts 
of mankind towards the higher powers (Romans 
Lil. 3), or our ſuperiors, or even aged perſons. 
Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary head, and bonoar the 
Face of the old man. Render fear to whom fear is due, 
and honour to whom honour is due. Ol the reverſe of 
this Job complains: And now. am ] their ſong, pen, 
Jan their by-word. They abhor me, they flee far from 
me; and fpare not to ſpit in my face. Becauſe he hath 
boofed my cord and affliified me, they have alſo let tooje 
the bridle before me. Job xxx. 11. Job had dwelt 
as a king in their army, and had preſided over their 
counſels; and as a great man he was greatly re- 
ſpeed. Young men ſaw me, and hid themſelves; the 
aged aroſe, and toad up; princes refrained talking, and 
a unto me men gave ear, and kept 

Hine 
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a ee But now God had looſed the 
cord of his love, which had long viſibly embraced 
him, and all that he had, and had ſorely afflicted 
him; and thoſe who feared him before, ſeeing him 
ſo debaſed and humbled, caſt off all reverence, re- 
ſpe, and even natural affection, and ſpared not to 
ſpit in his face. Times of trial diſcover the affec- 
tions of thoſe who love in deed and in truth, from 
thoſe whoſe love is diſſimulation. But neither of 
theſe bridles are meant in my text. God does not 
fay, I will put my bridle in thy lips; but, 

There ſhall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, 
cauſiug them to err; — which plainly ſhews that theſe 
perſons do not receive the Spirit of God, nor the 
truth of God in the love of it; becauſe they are given 
up to ftrong deluſions, that they may believe a lie; — for 
this bridle ſhall cauſe them to err. This bridle is 
not unbelief, nor is it falſe doctrine; for it is a bri- 


dle that guides a perſon into falſe doctrine, or that 


cauſes them to err, or to go aſtray into all manner 
of errors. And what can this bridle be? Why, it 
is pride. Pride is the devil's rod, or ſceptre, by 
which he rules. In the mouth of the fooliſh is a rod of 
pride; but the lips of the wiſe ſhall preſerve them. Prov. 
xiv, 3. Before ever God gives a man up to believe 
a lie, or to fall into damnable hereſies, which lead 
to deſtruction, the devil is ſure to get this bridle _ 
into his jaws, Pride goes before deftrufion, and a © 
haughty fbirit before a fall. Prov. xvi. 18. This is 
the bridle that leads * men 
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| bath deteived thee. Jer. xlix. 16. And again: Ten 
haſt rebuked the proud that are curſed, which do err 
from thy commandments. Pſ. cxix. 21. And to this 
agrees the apoſtle: F any man teach otherwiſe, and 
conſent not 'to wholeſome words, even the words of our 


Tord Feſus Chrift, and to the doctrine which is accord- 


m to godlineſs; be is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about queſtions and ſtrifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, frifes, railings, evil Jurmifſi ngs, perverſe 
difputings of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the 


gruth. 1 Tim vi. 4, 5. The devil is a wiſe and 
- cunning adverfary, and well knows what is moſt 


hateful to God; and there is nothing more hateful 
to him than pride. It was this very bridle that led 
the devil from the truth, even to become the father 
| of lies. The Lord ſays, He abode not in the truth : = 
what led him from it? The apoſtle tells us: Not a 
novice, left, being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
 eondenmation of the devil. 1 Tim. iii. 6. Pride lifted 
the devils up into ſelf-admiration, and for which 
God charged them with folly, Job iv. 18. And this 
bridle is in their jaws to this day: hence they aſpire 
even to imitate God, and want to be worſhipped as 
God. The Saviour himſelf was tempted by the de- 
vil to fall down and worſhip him. When Satan 


gets this bridle into the jaws of a ſinner, he is ſure 
to make him hold his head up, and to walk with a 


ſtiff neck. His heart is ſwollen, and puffed up like 
a bladder, until his blaſphemy boils up, and runs 
out of his mouth: hence the warning Talk no more 
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.M exceeding proudly, let not arrogancy come oui of your 5 
mouth: for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by bim 
actions are weighed. 1 Sam. ii. 3. A profeſſor, reined 
up with this bridle, is the moſt dangerous man in 
the world among weak believers: hence God bleſſes 
the poor ſimple ſoul that caſts off all love and re- 
ſpe& for him, Bleſſed is the man that maketh the Lord 
Lis truſt, and reſpefteth not the proud, nor ſuch as turn 1. 
Jide to lies. Pſalm xl. 4. O what a bleſſing it is | 
to be kept from the foot of pride, which leads to 
preſumptuous fins, and involves men in the great, 
tranſgreſſion. O love the Lord, all ye his ſaints : for 
_ the Lord preſerveth the faithful, and plentiſully re- 
wardeth the proud doer. Pſalm xxxi. 23. 
Men of this caſt, and in this ſtate, act the fate 
reſtleſs. part that the devil does—always meddling 
with religion, though always conſcious that they 
have none: and ſo it is with Satan. Go into what 
part of the world you may, you ſhall find Satan 
carrying on ſome ſort or other of falſe religions 
among the Turks, the Arabs, the Egyptians, Ro- 
mans, Ruſſians, Indians: go where you will, you 
| ſhall find idolatry, ſuperſtition, will worſhip, a form 
of godlineſs, altars, temples, ſacrifices, ſoothſaying, 
or ſomething called devotion; and all againſt Gd, 
and in oppoſition to him: and hence Satan is ſtyled 
the god of this world, e a world of een : 
he has got in it. OE F 
A man with this bridle ! in a jaws is juſt like 
a bear with a muzzle ; ; he can eat nothing that i is 


good. 
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| good. The beſt ſpiritoal proviſion that can be dealt 
out from a pulpit, the moſt delicious food or richeſt 
fare that was ever ſet before the houſhold of faiih, 
all paſſes by his mouth. The man with this bridle 
in his jaws is never ſuffered ſo much as to taſte that 
the Lord is good or gracious. 

Witch this bridle he is reined up fo high, and 82 
un holds him in ſo tight, that he can ſtoop to no- 
thing; no, not to divine revelation. There is not 
one ſublime myſtery in the kingdom of God, — no 
revelation that God hath ever made of himſelf, of 
his wondrous works of creation, providence, grace, 
or redemption, that he can ſubmit to: Rh is viſe | 
above all that is written. 

Let the highway to glory be never fo 40 eaſt 
op, and the ſtumbling blocks removed let the 
ſtandard be erected, and God's banner difplayed— 
let the door of hope be opened, and the path of 
life made never fo plain—it is all in vain: an in- 
ſernal ſpirit ruling within perverts every thing; and 

one check by Satan with this bridle turns him out of 
the way. This bridle ſhall be in his jaws, cauſing 
him to err; for God (in juſt judgment), by the in- 


ſtrumentality of Satan, lead bim forth with the 


workers of iniquity ; but peace ſpall be upon Ijrael, — 
Ee is given up of God to firong deluſions, that he may 
believe a lie, and he damned, for not receiving the truth, 
but taking pleaſure in unrighteouſne/ſs. And the devil, 
with this bridle, rides him, curbs him, reins him, 
and turns him- whitherſoever he will, A whip for 

: the 
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the horſe; a PA TR and a rod for te fare 
back, ſaith the wiſe man. 

Hie is a wonder to himſelf, and ſtands aſtoniſned 
at his own wiſdom. Every falſe ray that the devil 


(transformed) darts into his heart or head, every . 
time he looks into the ſcriptures with his falſe mir- 


ror, what wonders does he behold! All his difco- 
veries are ſuch as have lain hid fince the world be-' 
gan, till this wonder of wonders aroſe, till he aroſe 


a prophet in Iſrael! Every ſervant of God that he 
| hears, every God-fearing man that he converſes 
Voith, heightens his aftoniſhment and admiration. 

What fools, what blind bats, what poor idiots, do 


they all appear to be, when compared to himſelf, 
and to that perfection of wiſdom that dwells in him! 


Now and then, indeed, there ſhall be a diſcovery 


: made; a a ray of light darted, a truth brought forth, 
or ſuch a ſound ſpeech dropped, which he cannot 


condemn, and which, for a moment, may ſtagger 


him; but this is but ſeldom and, as ſoon as ever 
tte devil perceives this, he ſticks his ſpurs in his ſide, 


and gives him another check with this double bri- 
dle; and away goes Jack, kicking, up behind, for he _ 
muſt 4½ > his heels at Mw thing that favours bd | 


Chriſt, - 


In all his ſearches and reſeatchies! God oppoſes 


him. God refifterh the proud; but be giveth grace ta a 
ttbe humble. He ſearches the ſcriptures to ſupport, 


his damnable hereſies, and to ſtrengthen himſelf in 


ON Wickede God reſiſts him, and it appears a 
* | 
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ſealed book: he rages at it, and ſtorms; perverts 
it, and brings forth his ſtrong reaſons againſt it 
ſtill it galls him, till at laſt he ridicules it, and rails 
againſt it, and deſpiſes it; and he that deſpiſes the 
word ſhall be deſtroyed. He lies in wait to deceive 
the humble, teachable, tractable ſoul, that walks in 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel; but God reſiſts him, 
and diſcovers to the meek and lowly believer the 
hardened tate and ſtinking favour of this tool of Sa. 
tan; and he ſhuns/him, and flees from him. Theſe 
he hates the worſt, and tries the hardeſt. to deceive; 
and with theſe he has the leaſt ſucceſs ; for God re- 
fiſts him, and inſtructs his own children by his Spi- 
rit. He guides the meek in judgment, the meek will be 
teach his way. He labours to enſhrine and exalt 
himſelf in the eyes and affections of God's people, 
in order to exclude them from Chriſt, and that he 
may be looked up to as a wonder from the Lord of 
hoſts : but God reſiſts him, till every profeſſor that 
has any reverence of God, or reſpect for him, de- 
ſpiſes him, and looks upon him as an incurable le- 
per, with the plague in his head, as a perilous tranſ- 
greſſor, a hardened rebel, a curſed vagabond, an 
incarnate devil, and a walking. hell, with every viſi- 
ble token of perdition upon him; and ſhuns him, 
and dreads him, as he would a fiery flying ſerpent. 
It is upon theſe animals that the devil carries on 
the affairs of his kingdom, and his ſtate matters. 
Without ſuch men as theſe he could not well ſup- 
port his intereſt againſt the glorious light and power 
| ths of 
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of the goſpel of Chriſt. It is by ſuch that Satan 
ſpreads his doctrines, blindneſs of mind, confuſion, 
hardneſs of heart, hatred to the truth, pride, and 
preſumption; in all which the kingdom of Satan 
ſtands. There is not a myſtery in the Bible, not a 
doctrine eſſential to ſalvation, but what theſe men 
will attack. What arrogancy will they diſcharge 
from their mouth againſt the glorious doctrine of 
the Trinity; againſt the deity of the Son of God; 
and againſt * the perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt? 
What: contempt will they pour upon the farisfac- 
tion Chriſt made by his ſacrifice ; and upon the ef- 
ficacy, weight, and worth-of all his meritorious un- 
dertakings, ſufferings, and finiſhed work ! To theſe 
Chriſt: becomes a ſnare, a trap, and a ſtumbling. 
They kick, and he ſmites;—they preſume, and he 
reſiſts; they peep and mutter, and me SO and 
confounds them. e 8 
Hence we ſee, that where 5 TPP comes, there 
Satan ſtirs; and the more the power of God atterids | 
the word, the more Satan lays about him. fr Some 
hear the word, and give their aſſent and conſent to 
it; but, as ſoon as they go from the houſe of God, | 
then comes the wicked one, and ſteals away the 
word ſown in their hearts, and they become un- 
fruitful. © Another hears it with pleaſure and de- 
light, till zeal, diligence; joy, and a viſible reforma- 
tion appears; but theſe Satan fills with the deceit- 
fulneſs of riches,” and the cares of this life, and leads 


* away aſter theſe things, till he chokes the 
. e word. 
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word. Another ſort hear it, and receive it notion- 
ally in their heads, and wonderful gifts and abilities 
follow; but then this ſtony ground affords no depth 
for the word to root in, theſe having no root, in 
time of temptation fall away. Others fall. into Sa- 
tan's ſieve, and are effectually ſhook, toſſed, tum- 
bled, and winnowed: but to theſe the Lord ap- 
pears, and takes the prey from the mighty, and 
delivers the lawful captive, who never forgets the 
 wormwood and the gall. And thoſe who eſcape 
the fieve are caught in Satan's bridle; and this is the 
worſt of all; for Satan will never let ſuch an one 
reſt till he hath involved him in the guilt of the 
great tranſgreſſion: he will make him with this 
bridle ſet his mouth againſt the heavens, and his 
tongue go through the earth, by circulating his 
damnable hereſy. But the Lord's choſen ones re- 
turn to the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, 
while waters of a full cup are wrung out unto them. 
Bleſſed be God for convincing us of our ignorance 
and blindneſs, and for humbling us to ſubmit to 
divine revelation; but, above all, for keeping us 
from kicking, ſtumbling, and taking offence, at the 
glorious foundation that he hath laid in Zion. 
Again. This bridle is ſaid to be in the jaws 
of the people, cauſing them to err. Job makes 
mention of the jaws of the wicked. I was @ father 
to the poor: and the cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched 
out. Aud I brake the jaws of the wicked, aud pluckt 
the ſpoil out * teeth. Job xxix. 16, 17. Job 
| | compares 


1 

compares theſe ſpoilers to a voracious beaſt, or 
maſtiff dog, which, when they ſeize a child, a lamb, 
kid, or calf, hold ſo faſt, that there is no ſuch 
thing as reſcuing the poor creature, but by wrench- 
ing open the jaws by violence. Juſt ſuch is an op- 
preſſer, a grinder of the face of the poor, an over- 
reacher, an overbearer, who is as inſatiable after 
money, as a ſtarven beaſt is after prey: Zheſe greedy 
dogs can never have enough ; they go about the city, 
and grin like a dog, and grudge, but are never ſa- 
tisfied. Job ſet himſelf againſt theſe, and raiſed the 
court againſt them, and made them relinquiſh the 
ſpoil they had taken. He hath fwallowed down riches, 
ſays Job, but be ſhall vomit them up again; God ſhall 
caſt them out of his belly. Juſt ſuch a beaſt of preß 
is a wolf in ſheep's clothing, among the ſheep and 
lambs of the Lord's fold; or, to keep to my text, 
| uſt ſuch an one is a damnable heretic, with this 
| bridle of the devil in his jaws: to devour, divide, 

and ſcatter the ſheep of Chriſt is all his work; and 
he is ſo bent upon it, that bis Heep i ts taken TR un- 
leſs be hath cauſed ſome to fall. | 
The myſtical body of Chriſt is compared to the 

human body, and the different members of the 
body to individual believers of different ſizes in 
growth, or in different ſtages of grace. The foot 
and the ear repreſent the diligent and the attentive 
believer; and ſuch as theſe the devil is moſt watch- 
ful over; and when one of theſe devourers of the 


poor and needy have been let looſe upon the flock, 
Ras mer nothing 
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nothing * been leſt for the Lord but three * 
led members, and theſe ſick in bed. Thus ſaith 
 #he Lord, As the ſhepherd taketh out of the mouth of the \ 
lion two leg, or @ piece of an car; ſo ſhall the children 
of fal be taken out that dwell in Samaria, in the 
corner of a bed, and in * on à couch, Amos 
iu, 4 2. | | | 
In the art i this e of i mini Satan 
| ke. in his vain imagination Satan is exalted, and 
| there he raiſes his high towers of ſelf-· conceit, hu- 
man wiſdom, ſ{clf-ſufficiency, independency, carnal 
reaſon, and the wonderful light of fallen nature; and 
every other Sigh thing that exalleth itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of Chriſt, that not one thought may ever go 
into captivity to the obedience of him. The reins of 
this bridle is infernal power, which leads this de- 


luded wretch captive at his will; nor can be recover. 


himſelf out of this ſnare of the devil: he hath choſen 
his own way, and God hath chaſen his deluſions, 
The bit of this bridle is pride; and a poor wretch 
| hardened and ſtiffened with pride would ſink into 
everlaſting burning, before he would bow, yield, 
ſubmit, or acknowledge an offence, or himſelf in an 
error. The Jewiſh Phariſces would plunge them- 
ſelves in the guilt of innocent blood, and into the 
unpardonable ſin up to the neck, and expoſe their 


nation to ruin, and themſelves to the greateſt dam- 


nation, rather than ſubmit to the perſon of doc- 
trines of Chriſt, or acknowledge the truth of one 


| er brought againſt . 2 the Son of God. 
f I his 
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This bridle was in their j jaws, and tlie Aud radi 
them, and managed them, in all their perſecutions 
of Chriſt, from the manger to the croſs: and they 
purſued him as bad after his reſurrection, until the 


Pharaoh and his troopers periſhed in the Red Sea, 
ſo theſe, were drowned in deſtruction and perdition; 


day of judgment ſuch or Chriſt) A 80 away with 
the devil and his angels. 


may. read: a whore's forehead exhibits a defiance of 
all virtue, modeſty, and chaſtity; it can redden at. 
nothing; nothing. can deface it but Mary's repent- 
ance. The midnight cry will make them change 
pale, but it will not make them Aub. A fallen 
countenance informs us of the deſtruction of a falſe 
hope, and of ſome awful bill of indictment being 
filed in the court of conſcience. A ſad countenance. 


ſeph of the ſorrow of their hearts. The anxiety, 
pious concern, wiſhful eyes, and blubbered cheeks 
of the ſpouſe in the Song, told the daughters of 
Jeruſalem that ſhe was croſſed in love. Whither is 
thy beloved gone, O thou faireſt among women ? Whi- 
ther is thy beloved turned aſide, that we may ſeek him 
with thee? The ſcorner in his chair is to be known 


6 on UE dry, 


Roman ſword came upon them; and then, juſt as' | 
for wrath came upon them to the uttermoſt ; and at the . 


God hath ſet a brand upon 3 3 1 1 8 | | 
ple, which thoſe who are ſkilled in phyſiognomy 


on the butler and baker of Pharaoh informed Jo- 


by his brow of braſs, which no reproof nor rebuke 
from man, no warning nor allurement by the miniſ- 


A d \ ; | 


— 
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. ever melts or removes. A papift carries the 
mark of the beaſt in his forehead; judicial blindneſs, 
. bigotry, hatred, and revenge, are evident enough, 
But this ungovernable animal in my text, when he 
is equipped, is the moſt conſpicuous of all: defi- 
ance of heaven appears on his brow, pride ſwells his 
checks, and Satan looks through his eyes, and never 
ſuffers one plain truth, in real honeſty, eyer to come. 
from his mouth. This is the pale horſe, and be that 
ts on bim is Death, and bell follows him. Rev. vi. 8. 
| Be not like a horſe or mule, which have no 4 
ſtanding, whoſe mouth muſt be held in with bit and 
bridle, and I will guide you with mine eye, faith 
the great Commander and Leader of his people; and 
where this exe, this true light ſhines, God grant we 
may ever r follow. Amen, e amen. | 


